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Introduction
It is a pleasure to present this report, summarising the principal activities of the Welsh 
Sunday Schools Council and Cyhoeddiadau’r Gair during 2025.

This has been a year of extensive travel, with opportunities to visit numerous 
Presbyteries, Associations and Denominations across Wales in order to meet church 
leaders from a wide range of traditions. We are grateful for every invitation we 
received—from churches, association meetings, ministers’ gatherings, as well as 
many online meetings. We were also able to organise a number of children’s ministry 
resource evenings around the country, in addition to attending denominational 
festivals and our national festivals / Eisteddfodau.

Work on our websites has continued steadily, with significant development of new 
sections on ysgolsul.com and cristnogaeth.cymru in particular. Work is also underway 
to relaunch gobaith.cymru with a range of new materials.

During the year we published nine new books, organised book launch events and 
promotional meetings.

2025 was also a memorable year for me personally (Aled Davies), as I was granted a 
three-month sabbatical leave between September and November following 35 years 
of service. It proved to be an immensely valuable period, and I wish to express my 
sincere gratitude to the Council for making this possible.

There is now a wide range of contemporary Welsh-language resources available for 
almost every occasion, including:

•          Sunday Schools (at least eight different curriculum series)
•          Children’s and youth clubs
•          Llan Llanast
•          Chwarae a Chredu
•          Roots worship resources
•          Resources for visits to schools

The challenge now is to encourage and inspire people locally to make full use of these 
resources, working collaboratively across local areas and, where practical, across 
denominational boundaries. We look forward to working alongside other Christian 
denominations and organisations to make this a reality at a time when the average 
age of our church congregations continues to rise.



Books Published 
During 2025
Among the books published during 
the year were:

Gweddïo sy’n Bywhau — Meirion 
Morris’s Welsh adaptation of Reviving 
Prayer by Owen Cottom, produced 
in partnership with the 100 i Gymru 
charity. Two English-language volumes 
on prayer were published alongside it.

Hoff Adnodau’r Cymry — a collection 
in which sixty well-known Welsh people 
share their favourite Bible verses and 
passages, compiled and edited by 
Beti-Wyn James.

Llwybr Cadfan — a beautifully 
illustrated poetic pilgrimage by Sion 
Aled and Sian Northey, produced 
jointly with the Diocese of Bangor.

Dyrys Daith — Huw John Hughes 
reflects on the challenges of climate 
change. Sponsored by the Anglesey 
Union of Welsh Congregationalist 
churches. Sadly, Huw John Hughes 
passed away before the official launch, 
although we were pleased to present 
him with an advance copy.

Reit Rownd — Aled Jones Williams 
tells the story of his journey of faith. 
The foreword was written by Rowan 
Williams, and the book was shortlisted 
for Welsh Book of the Year.

Yng Ngolwg Ffydd — sixty 
devotional reflections by Owain Llŷr 
Evans, produced in partnership with 
Golwg360.

Cyrraedd Bannau — Aled Edwards 
reflects on forty years of Christian 
ministry.

Bywyd â Phwrpas — Arwel Ellis 
Jones’s Welsh adaptation of The 
Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren.

Trwy’r Anialwch — Trystan Owain 
Hughes explores pilgrimage, suffering 
and hope.



Publications in progress
Work also continued with our publishing programme 
for 2026, including: 

Cenhadaeth y Cymry by D. Ben Rees — a volume 
surveying the contribution of Welsh missionaries from 
across the denominations.

Cydymaith i’r Testament Newydd Cymraeg by John 
Tudno Williams.

Lleisiau’r Fendith by Gwen Emyr — biographies of 
influential Welsh Christian women from the past fifty 
years.

Beibl Deg Munud — a joint project with the 
Welsh New Bible Committee providing ten-minute 
introductions to each of the sixty-six books of the 
Bible in print, podcast and MP4 video formats. Welsh 
adaptation by Huw Tegid Roberts.

Croesi’r Ffin by Prydwen Elfed Owens — exploring 
death, palliative care and pastoral ministry among the 
bereaved.

Heb Os — a collection of sermons and hymns by 
Desmond Davies.

Merched Rhyfeddol y Beibl — a Welsh adaptation of 
Extraordinary Women of the Bible published by SPCK, 
aimed at children.

Hoff Emynau’r Cymry 2 — in which Delyth Morgans 
Phillips interviews sixty people who regularly use 
hymns about their favourite hymn.

Y Goeden Jesse — a colourful Advent activity and 
craft book for children, offering a twenty-five-day 
journey through Advent.

Coeden y Pasg — a colourful Lent activity and craft 
book for children, offering a forty-day journey through 
Lent.

Arglwydd, Dysg i Mi Weddïo — a collection of essays 
exploring different aspects of prayer.

Beibl Lliw — a new colour Bible for children aged 
7–11 by Tom Wright. This will be published in memory 
of Elisabeth James using funds received in her 
memory. It is a joint project with Ebeneser Cardiff, 
administered by Ifan Roberts.

Croesi’r ffin......wynebu angau law yn llaw

Prydwen Elfed-Owens
Casgliad o ysgrifau a phrofiadau wrth wynebu colled a galar
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Meddai’r awdur:
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Website Development
Work has continued across our five 
websites.

ysgolsul.com

New sections include:

Early Years, Baptism, Reception and 
Confirmation, Bywyd â Phwrpas - Purpose 
Driven life in Welsh, Bible Comics, 
Children’s Place in Church Life and 
Theology X training course for children’s 
workers.

cristnogaeth.cymru

New sections include:

Bilingualism and Welsh learners, Health 
and wellbeing, Technology in the Church, 
Introductory faith courses, Faith and politics 
and Pilgrimage.

gair.cymru

Approximately 300 downloadable resources 
were added during the year.

gobaith.cymru

Forty authorised contemporary Christian 
songs were added, together with a biblical 
index and a bilingual hymn index.

Teledu Cristnogol Cymru - our Welsh 
language Christian TV channel on Youtube

New channels were launched, including 
Welsh-language podcasts and 
contemporary Christian music.

Communication

We have also continued to share resources 
regularly through our social media channels.

Our annual bulletin, CYSylltiad, was 
published in October as a sixteen-page 
full-colour magazine, alongside numerous 
articles in Cenn@d, Y Tyst, and Cristion.



Events
During the year we exhibited or participated at 
numerous events, including:

The launch of the 43:19 children’s charity at 
Kinmel Bay, led by Andy Hughes.

The 100 i Gymru National Day of Prayer at 
Llanelwedd, launching three new books.

The Baptist Union of Wales gathering in London.

The Union of Welsh Independents gathering at 
Nant Gwrtheyrn.

The Presbyterian General Assembly in Llandudno.

The Governing Body of the Church in Wales.

The Urdd National Eisteddfod at Margam Park.

The Royal Welsh Show at Llanelwedd.

The National Eisteddfod in Wrexham, where six 
new books were launched during the week.

Children’s ministry resource evenings held at 
various locations throughout Wales.

As part of the Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland Children’s Ministry Network (CMN), two 
new training programmes were launched: Essential 
Children’s Ministry and Essential Family Ministry.

Each programme consists of ten online modules 
hosted on the TheologyX platform under the 
auspices of Cliff College.

Although previous resources such as Keleidoscope 
and Core Skills had been translated into Welsh, 
the substantial development costs of these 
online courses (approximately £70,000) mean 
that producing a Welsh-language version is not 
currently feasible. However, because the courses 
are delivered online, Welsh-speaking tutor groups 
could easily be established.

We also attended the CMN conference in Durham, 
together with planning meetings for the ECCE 
Christian Education Conference in Zurich and 
Geneva.

Seven Gee Medals were presented during 2025 
across four different locations. It was encouraging 
to see chapels filled as local volunteers were 
recognised for their faithful service.



ROOTS
Our work in producing Welsh-language Roots worship 
materials continues.

Significant developments are currently underway, including: a 
completely redesigned website; a new visual identity for the 
printed magazine and an online drag-and-drop session planner 
allowing users to create worship plans in PDF format.

The redesigned magazines were launched in September.

Subscriber numbers remain steady, while customer feedback 
continues to be extremely positive. Weekly Welsh-language 
prayers, hymn suggestions and two children’s activity sheets 
will continue to be provided.

I will serve as Chair of Roots from 2025 until the end of 2026.

We were also able to attend the London Book Fair, where it 
was encouraging to experience the vitality of the publishing 
industry and to hold constructive meetings with a number of 
publishers.

The Executive Committee met in March and June, while our 
Annual General Meeting was also held in June, all via Zoom.

Our sincere thanks go to the officers and trustees for 
their continued encouragement and support, and to the 
denominations for their financial backing.
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In these challenging times, we give thanks 
for every encouraging sign we see across 
Wales.

We remain deeply grateful for every 
leader and volunteer who is committed to 
serving children and families through local 
churches.

As we conclude this report, I would like to 
reiterate the Council’s desire to support 
the establishment of new ministries—or to 
help revitalise ministries that are struggling. 
We remain ready to meet with churches to 
discuss practical possibilities suited to their 

local communities.

We also thank the Council’s officers and 
members for their financial and practical 
support. It is a privilege to work alongside 
the different denominations represented on 
the Council’s governing board.

Our thanks go to Mererid Mair for her 
leadership as Chair, and to Kathryn 
Morris and Rheinallt Thomas for faithfully 
overseeing the Council’s finances.

During the year Dyfrig Rees retired as 
General Secretary of the Union of Welsh 
Independents, and we were delighted 
to welcome his successor, Elinor Wyn 
Reynolds, as a new trustee representing 
the Union.

With grateful thanks for your continued 
partnership, encouragement and trust, 
Aled Davies, Director.


